
Introduction to 2-Dimensional Art & Design

Course Syllabus

Taught by Mrs. Driscoll

Email: kdriscoll@byron226.org

Phone: 1-815-234-5491 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This is an introductory class and a prerequisite for Drawing/Painting and Visual Communication and Time Art.   A range of art media and techniques will be introduced in 2-dimensional formats such as drawing, painting, and printmaking as the student expands their knowledge of the elements and principles.  After the completion of this course, each student will have an understanding of visual culture, multiple artists, art criticism, and art production.  Each student is encouraged to bring their own ideas to each project as they gain the ability to express themselves creatively.  It is important, after this course, that each student be able to successfully interpret their own visual culture as an important element of daily life as well as the multiple careers that are attainable with an art and design background.

ART ROOM EXPECTATIONS:

· Be respectful to yourself, your peers, supplies, Mrs. Driscoll and other adults at all times!

· Keep an open mind
· Stay positive

· BRING NEEDED MATERIALS EVERY DAY
MATERIALS NEEDED EVERY DAY; 
(The excuse “I didn’t know we needed one.” will not be accepted...ever!)
1. Pencils and pens 

2. eraser (erasers on the end of your pencil will not be enough, so bring another)

3. sketchbook (for planning, sketching, preliminary drawings and note-taking)

4. laptop 

****Sketchbooks are required and can be purchased through Mrs. Driscoll for $4.00.  You may also purchase sketchbooks from Michaels, Hobby Lobby, and some office supply stores.  If you misuse, misplace or fill your sketchbook before the end of the course it is your responsibility to purchase another.  Sketchbooks should stay in your cubby space to avoid being misplaced.  If you cannot afford a sketchbook please see me and I will help you make your own.  ****
GRADING:

Students will be graded on the following while addressing Byron’s Visual Art & Design Power Standards:

1. Formative assessments are worth 20% and include:


*Practice Work - 10 points - Practice work may range from short artist summaries, preliminary sketches, and in-class activities which are designed to enhance the concepts and media techniques taught throughout the semester.  

*Sketchbook assignments - 10 points - The purpose of sketchbook assignments are to expand drawing skills by practicing learned media and techniques and develop creative thinking skills which will help significantly with the development of ideas.  

*Daily Studio Practice & Note-taking – 5 points  – As a lifelong learning tool, note-taking will be expected.  Therefore, sketchbooks will be expected to be out and open throughout class in order to be available when students need to write a note down. Sketchbook notes will be checked periodically. Also included in this grade are proper studio habits such as cleaning up after oneself, staying on-task, and participation.

*Critiques – 10-20 points- Each student is encouraged to reflect on professional, peer, and self-made works of art as they learn how to discuss art and design in an intelligent manor.

*Quizzes
2.  Summative assessments are worth 80% and include:


*Projects- 100 points - Each project grade includes not only the given requirements, artistic expression, and craftsmanship, but pursuit which is determined by the student’s level of participation and attitude toward the project.  

*Art History Presentations - 50 points - Each student will be expected to present on a period of interest, artists, or art movement to the class through a concise power point presentation which includes images and research.  

*Portfolio - 50 points - Each student will be expected to develop a digital portfolio (weebly website) which includes images of each project, artist statements, and a self reflection. 

*Final exam – 15-20% of cumulative grade - The final exam is comprehensive and covers all information given over the course of the semester.  

     DUE DATES:

· Assignments and due dates will be posted on the board. It is your responsibility to look at the board each day and keep track of assignments and due dates even when you are absent.
· If an assignment is not turned in on its due date, you have until the next class to turn it in in order to earn 50% of the grade (with the exception of preliminary sketches and projects).  After that will result in a zero.  

· Preliminary sketches must be TURNED IN or reviewed before the project can begin! If they are turned in after the due date points will not be given.
· Project due dates will be written on the board and given a two week grace period in which the project can receive up to full credit.  During the two week grace period you must work on the project on your own time (not during class). If the project is not turned in by the grace period it can still be turned in (in any state of completeness) before the end of the semester to receive up to half credit.  

VISUAL ART POWER STANDARDS:

1. The student will demonstrate creative expression through appropriate media.
2. The student will demonstrate technique through a variety of 2- and 3-D art.
3. The student will demonstrate craftsmanship through the use of tools and materials.
4. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of art throughout time.
5. The student will demonstrate comprehension of art vocabulary.
6. The student will demonstrate critique skills.
ART PORTFOLIO:  An art portfolio is a collection of artworks. It is important to develop this art portfolio for the following reasons:

· Display progress over time 

· Assessment tool of achievement in visual art 

· Develop portfolio skills for the future

· Preparation for college - (Most art schools require passing a portfolio review in order to be admitted into their school.  Also, many careers involve some sort of creative ability.  It is helpful to keep a portfolio even if you are not going to an art school.)

· Record your artistic abilities - A portfolio can serve as a sort of scrapbook to look back on later in life.

	Sketchbook Assignments
	PROJECTS

	Task PARTY!!!... Bring your sketchbook next class!!!!!!!!!!

	Review Art & Design, the Elements & Principles of Design, and Composition Rules (WILL NEED SKETCHBOOK)

	Sketchbook Assignment #1 – object study 
	Symbolic Still Life

	Sketchbook Assignment #2 – self portrait
	Narrative Portraiture

	Sketchbook Assignment #3 - drawing w/ linear perspective
	Space Drawings

	Sketchbook Assignment #4 – practice techniques
	Introduction to Paint

	
	Doodle Print

	
	Digital Painting Animation


Dear Parents/Guardians,

Visual Art & Design is a significant aspect of our daily lives! Everything from fashion to television to apps on our phones to signs along the highway are created by artists and designers. Artists and designers help us decide what food to buy, clothes to wear, books to read, homes to live in, and cars to drive.  They make movies entertaining, advertisements catchy, and websites visually appealing.  I am lucky to have the opportunity to expose students to careers in multiple creative fields that they can pursue, make a decent living in, and enjoy for a lifetime!  

This syllabus is yours to keep for the duration of the school year and includes important information that will help you understand what is expected of your child in my class.  Please read it over to make sure that you and your child understand my requirements and expectations.  

Sketchbooks are available for purchase from the art department and/or craft stores such as Michaels, Hobby Lobby, etc.  Please send a sketchbook or $4.00 with your student by Monday August 24th (at the latest) as they will be using it immediately.  Also, please talk to your child about the care of sketchbooks and other materials as it is their responsibility to replace them if they are misplaced or damaged. If you cannot afford a sketchbook I am happy to show your child how to make their own.
If your child is interested in pursuing a career in art or design or just wants to get more involved in creative activities, I recommend joining the NAHS (National Art Honor Society). NAHS is a national organization that offers contests, scholarship opportunities, collaborative art-making projects, community service, and more.  NAHS is also an extracurricular activity that meets once or twice per month and gets students involved in incorporating art into the community.  

If you have any questions about the art program, NAHS, or becoming a volunteer in the art room, please don’t hesitate to email or call me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kathy Driscoll

Visual Art & Design Teacher

NAHS Sponsor

Please keep the above syllabi for your information throughout the semester.

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this form by Monday, August 24th along with $4.00 for a sketchbook  ______________________________________________________________________________________

I have read this syllabus in full and understand the responsibilities and requirements of the student.

Student’s name (please print): _______________________________________________ Student’s grade level: ________

Parent/Guardian’s name (please print): _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s signature: _______________________________________________

Please check all that you would like to be involved in below.  I understand schedules change so don’t feel obligated. :)  This just lets me know who to contact when such occasions arise that we need volunteers.  Thank you!

I would like to get involved in the following;

___ helping out in the art room

___ setting up/taking down the art show 
___ chaperoning field trips

