Visual Communication & Time Art
Course Syllabus for Fall Semester
Taught by Mrs. Driscoll

Email: KDriscoll@byron226.org

Phone: 1-815-234-5491 

http://bhsartanddesign.weebly.com/

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This is a new course designed to supply students with concepts and skills necessary to dissect visuals in their everyday environment as well as give direction on careers in the Visual Communication and Time Arts fields. Work will be completed using both traditional and technological media including paper, drawing supplies, Audacity, Blender, Adobe Premiere, and Adobe Creative Suite 5. Postmodern concepts will be delivered, discussed, and used as students create new and exciting designs which appeal to various audiences for multiple functions and purposes.

MATERIALS NEEDED EVERY DAY;

1. Pencil/eraser

2. Sketchbook ****Sketchbooks can be purchased from Mrs. Driscoll for $4.00.****
3. Laptop

4. flash drive (recommended)

GRADING:

The following assignments are assessed based on the Visual Art & Design Power Standards.
1. Formative assessments are worth 20% and include:


*Practice Work - concept statements, preliminary sketches, and in-class activities 

* Studio Progress – Daily studio habits will be rated each day by both the student and teacher.  


*Critiques - You will reflect on professional, peer, and self-made designs.
2.  Summative assessments are worth 80% and include:

*Unit Projects –The unit project should display the range of skills obtained throughout each unit.

*Portfolio - 50 points - You will be expected to develop a digital portfolio which includes images of each project, concept statements, and self reflections.  

VISUAL ART & DESIGN POWER STANDARDS:

1. The student will demonstrate creative expression through appropriate media.
2. The student will demonstrate technique through a variety of 2- and 3-D art.
3. The student will demonstrate craftsmanship through the use of tools and materials.
4. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of art throughout time.
5. The student will demonstrate comprehension of art vocabulary.
6. The student will demonstrate critique skills.
     DUE DATES:

· Assignments and due dates will be posted on the board. It is your responsibility to look at the board each day and keep track of assignments and due dates even when you are absent.
· If an assignment is not turned in on its due date, you have until the next class to turn it in in order to earn 50% of the grade (with the exception of preliminary sketches and projects).  After that will result in a zero.  

· Preliminary sketches must be TURNED IN or reviewed before the project can begin! 

· Project due dates will be written on the board and given a two week grace period.  The project must be turned in (in any state of completeness) before the end of the semester to receive up to half credit.  

	PROJECTS

	UNIT 1: VISUAL COMMUNICATION: Magazine Layout
	UNIT 2: TIME ARTS: Performance Art or Videography

	Typography: Found Object 
	Foley & Animation: An Introduction to Audio & Short Films

*This is your chance to have fun with subject matter and theme.  Have fun with it!  

	Typography Personality & Identity Design: Redesigning the alphabet 
	

	Photography: Create a visual narrative (front & back cover)
	Performance art: choose issue you feel strongly about to present to the public in an effort to raise awareness and get people to think using a performance art framework

	Advertisement Design: Luring an audience
	Self Portrait Montage: no more than 5 minutes, voice over, music, use metaphor, good composition, time lapse, animation, etc.

	
	


Dear Parents/Guardians, 

This syllabus is yours to keep for the duration of the school year and includes important information that will help you understand what is expected of your child in my class.  Please read it over to make sure that you and your student understand my requirements and expectations.  

Visual Communication and Time Art is designed to introduce students to realistic fields in creative industries that we are exposed to daily such as graphic design and film production. Right now Visual Communication and Time Arts are the two most competitive visual art fields. They include careers such as animator, illustrator, graphic designer, performance artist, art director, web designer, and so much more! The visual arts are the way we communicate on an everyday basis and help us to make decisions about our lives. I can’t wait to see what the kids come up with as our future designers!

Sketchbooks are required and are available for purchase from the art department.  Most students should have them from previous art courses.  Please send a sketchbook or $4.00 with your student by Monday August 24th at the very latest as they will be using it immediately.  Also, please talk to your student about the care of sketchbooks and other materials as it is their responsibility to replace them if they are misplaced or damaged.  

If your student is interested in pursuing a career in art or design or just wants to get more involved in creative activities, I recommend joining the NAHS (National Art Honor Society). NAHS is a national organization that offers contests, scholarship opportunities, collaborative art-making projects, community service, and more.  NAHS is also an extracurricular activity that meets once or twice per month and gets students involved in incorporating art into the community.  

If you have any questions about the art program, NAHS, or becoming a volunteer in the art room, please don’t hesitate to email or call me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kathy Driscoll

Visual Art & Design Teacher

NAHS Advisor

Please keep the above syllabi for your information throughout the semester.

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this form by Monday, August 24th along with $4.00 for a sketchbook.  . _____________________________________________________________________________________

I have read this syllabus in full and understand the responsibilities and requirements of the student.

Student’s name (please print): _______________________________________________ Student’s grade level: ________

Parent/Guardian’s name (please print): _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s signature: _______________________________________________

Please check all that you would like to be involved in below.  I understand schedules change so don’t feel obligated. :)  This just lets me know who to contact when such occasions arise that we need volunteers.  Thank you!

I would like to get involved in the following;

___ helping out in the art room (preparing artwork for display)

___ setting up/taking down the art show

___ chaperoning field trips
